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HEN I was firſt honoured 
| with the Requeſt to publiſh 
the enſuing Sermon, I had 
21 ſome Thoughts of "won 
0 Amendments or Additions , as (I 
poſe) in theſe Caſes are frat But 
mg ſoon alarm'd with very ſevere (tho 
F') unexpected ) Remarks upon it, I 

urged my Purpoſe ; concluding , That 
W) [ſequent * would but too 
h encourage ſuch Cenſures. I there- 
nom commit it to the Preſs , the ſame 
Hllable, as I preach'd it in Taun- 
ron : 
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EN 7 d | with the Requeſt to publiſh 
bbe enſuing Sermon, I had 
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% Amendments or Additions , as ( 
Ppoſe) in theſe Caſes are nſnal. But 
ing ſoon alarm with very ſevere (tho 
ry unexpected ) Remarks upon it , 1 
angel my Purpoſe ; concluding , That 
y ſubſequent Alteration would but too 
a encourage ſuch Cenſures. I there- 
re now commit it to the Preſs , the ſame 
q Hlable, as preach'd it in Taun- 
ton 
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PREFACE. 
ton And as I am well aſſur'd, that 
moſt. malicious Eye will not be able to | 
cover in it any Thing offenſive to God 
his Vicegerent ; ſo as to any trifling | 
ror, or Defects in the Stile or Com poſu 
my Satisfaction is, that either the Fn 
nency of the Kam ſubſcrib'd the 1 
primatur will. eaſely protect me, or the (| 


ſcurity of my own wery fell 09 


Al E. 
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1 Sam. XII. 25. 


But if ye ſhall ſtill do wickedly, ye ſhall be 
conſumed, both ye and your king. 


Hobo I make bold to apply 
F theſe Words of the Seer to the Peo- 
ple of Great Britain, it muſt not 
be expected that I ſhould draw a 
mm juſt Parallel betwixt them and the 
giddy-brain'd Subjects of King Saul; yet fo 
far we cannot but take Notice of the Re- 
ſemblance ; as we have been a Nation always 
remarkable for God's Favours, and too often 
tor our own Ingratitude ; as our preſent So- 
vereign is the Price of our moſt earneſt Pray- 
ers and Contentions ; and as he is manifeſted by 
the moſt miraculous Interpoſitions of Provi- 
| dence to be God's Anointed. = 
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And as, like Saul, he reigns by the 4 
mighty, ſo it muſt be confeſs d he is obnoyj 
ous to the ſame Deſtruction from his Peopl 
I do not mean that he has any thing to feq 
from any Party of Rebels; it is not the pre 
tended Intereſt of à C Mupetitor, nor the phre 
tick Zeal of a bigoted; Faction that can in 
terrupt his Repoſe » "Ms ſhould there «4 
happen among us a general Defection fron 
God and Religion, that may give the mo 
couragious Heart an Occaſion to tremble. Fo 
the Wickedneſs of Friends is much more for 
 midable to the Sovereign Power than the Mal 
lic of Enemies. A profligate Court, Coun 
cil, or Army, may challenge thoſe Judgment 
which have been 1n vain invited by Non 
jurors and Confpirators : (To uſe the Word 
of the Prophet in this Chapter) If we, wh( 
have obtained the King whom we have choſen 
and whom we have defired, will be fo unf 
grateful, as not to obey the Voice of the Lond 
(who bath done ſo great Things for us,) bu 
will rebell againfl the Commandment of ti 
Lord; then ſball the Hand of the Lon 
be EY 1s as it was againſt our Father: 
and, 

If we ſhall ſtill ds wickedly, we ſhall be cn 
ſumed both we and our Kings. . 1 
I now beg Leave to conſider of the 

Words in a general abſtracted Senſe ; and, Y 

think, J am juſtly warranted by them to I 

before you this General Poſition, Trac 
1 | erion 
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gerſon who is a Rebel againſt God, is an Ene- 
wm 70 bis King ; or that Vice and Wickedneſs 
n Subjects have a conſtant TRICE to the 
dun of their Governors. 

This general Poſition L ſhall thew you to be 
gell grounded. 


[, From Conſideration of the natural Courſe 
of Things. 


Il. From the juſt Providence of God. 


J. Vice and Wickedneſs in People, of their 
wn Nature, tend to the Ruin of their 
Frince, This Ruin, I confeſs, (as my Text 
berves) commonly begins with themſelves ! 
They are ſure of a great, and molt frequent- 
ln, the firſt Share of Publick Misfortunes. 
Their Sins entice them into endleſs Snares, 
ud expoſe them to all manner of Evils. 
Wibauchery ſtupifies, Luſt enervates, Luxury 
bitens, and Pride intoxicates ; Covetouſneſs 
ud Ambition rouſee the Spirit of Envy and 
action; Oppreſſion and Extortion is the 
onſtant Parent of Riots and Tumults. An 
nordinate Affection for their own Luſts or 
Witcreſts makes them apt to forget, or to 
eget the Publick Welfare; and Impiety and 
Prophancneſs , as they bring forth Baſeneſs, 
Ireachery, and Cowardice, lo they intallibly 
all down Vengeance from above. 
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This then is the Spring and the Courſ 
of Publick Calamities! The Miſeries Me 
groan with are begun by theſe Lufts th; 
war in their Members, (as St. Tamer tells us, 
And theſe Wars within entirely diſable then 
for Defence without. Their Corruptions tak 
off the Edges of their Swords, and thej 
Guilt multiplies their Fears and Dangers 
ſo that when the Prince demands the 4 
ſiſtance of ſuch Subjects, he is forfaken u 
betray d. 5 | 

Alas they are already Slaves and Cy 
tives! They are conquerd by their Anne 
tites, and difarind by their Poftions Th 
accurſed thing that is harboured among the 
makes them unable to ſtand before their Eu- 
mies, tho commanded by a Joſhua. But whet 
it is moſt expected they ſhould be brau 
and valiant, they are ready to flee (as Sol 
mon has obſerved of them) before they an 


purſued. 1 
Or what Might is left them, is mort 
likely to be turned againſt their Lawful Govg 
nors, than empioy'd in his Defence. Theiß 
reſtive Lives incite them to kick and ipurn 1 
the Laws ; the Expence of their Sins make! 
them uneaſy at all Publick Payments; theilt 
Wants and Neceſſities put them upon Inven 
tions; their broken Fortunes induce them lM 
with for, and ſtudy Alterations ; and thus at 
they drawn in to lend their Ears to the Ene 
mies of Peace, to join their Feen wi De 
claimelg 
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mers and Libellers, and to give up their 
el hearts to the infamous Forgers of Treaſon and 
Mcbelllon. By theſe Steps do Men deſcend 
to the moſt abſurd, as well as impious Con- 
hiracies, to ſet up a Pretender, to invite a 
yeign Army, and to follow a Maſaniello, a 
fk Cade, or a Munſter. | 
Nay, theſe very Miſeries that are the im- 
Wncdiate Product of their own Iniquities, are 
wnſtantly turned into Accuſations againſt the 
Government. What is more uſual than to 
hear a profligate Wretch, who does but the 
ul and natural Penance of his Folly and Ex- 
twagance , at the ſame Time making very 
mand Complaints of the Publick Manage- 
ment 2 One Prodigal ſpends and parts with 
bs Inheritance, and imputes all to the Taxes ; 
mother ſottiſhly neglects his Duty, or be- 
mys his Truſt, and then curſes thoſe that 
ake away his Place; and a Third ſtarves by 
bs Sloth or Careleſsneſs, and infolently cries 
out on the Decay of Trade, though it be ne- 
er ſo flouriſhing, 5 
Thus do all the Diſtempers of the Body 
whether private or public) affect the Head. 
Iltis not a more certain Obſervation, that 
lle People muſt be ſmitten for the Prince's 
WW cokneſs, than that the Prince muſt ſuf- 
Wi for the Peoples Widckedneſs. What- 
Wer Calamities their evil Practices natural- 
Y contract ; or whatever Chaſtiſements the 
W4lnighty thinks fit to inflict upon them, 
_— 8 Moſes 
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| Moſes is ſtill to hear the Murmurings, ang 
to bear the Blame. Tf they are at any 
Time viſited by a Famine or Peſtilence , the 
Cauſe is ſought for, not among their own, 
but their Governors Vices ; if God per 
mits a Neighbour Nation to oppreſs or de 
fraud them, 'tis loudly referred to the Coy 
ardice or ill Conduct of the Court and 
Miniſtry ; at the ſame time, if they ax 
called on to Arms, in Defence of then. 
Rights, their Liberties, or Religion, the 
Outcries of the Widow, the Childleſs, and 
the Niggard, are all upon the Throne; the 
whole Train of Calamities, that are ink 
parable from War , are all charged on the 
Government; nay, theſe very Scoundrels, who 
baſely fly before the Enemies of their Coun: 
trey, have ſometimes had Courage enough 
to return Home, and mutiny againſt thei 
own Officers; to depoſe, aſſaſſinate , or tear 
in Pieces thoſe by whom they were fed and 
Geathed. 3 
So that that which has been condemn-Wi 
ed as a Turkiſh Maxim, is affirmed by the] 
Practice of every Nation upon Earth: Ti! WM: 
Misfortune of 4 Prince, is taken to be h 
Crime : And He rarely adminiſters with A- 
plauſe or Satisfaction who does not tak Wi 
care to have a good Intereſt in Prov Wh 
dence : In ſhort, no Man will be eficen-W 
ed by the People themſelves as fit to rut Wi 
them, who does not actually render 2 
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| : And though this Way of Judgin' 
1 known to fall hard on ſome as 
Wirtunate Princes, yet generally ſpeaking, 
ere is more Juſtice in the Maxim, than 
Ms been commonly ſuppoſed ; ſince is 
mich in their Power to aſcertain their 
u jecks Happineſs , by making them good. 
To ſecure their Proſperity , together with 
er Loyalty, by inſtruſting and encoura- 
ng them in Virtue and Religion. This 
dings me to m 


IId. Reaſon , Why the Wickedneſs of rhe 
dubject generally terminates in the Ruin of 
the. Sovereign; namely, the juſt Judgment 
of God. It is not to be imagined, that in- 
mite Wiſdom will continue his Stewardſhip 
Wn thoſe Hands that lay waſſe his Inheri- 
ance : It can never be ſuppoſed, that he 
tat is of purer Eyes than to behold Ini- 
rity, will uphold fuch Lieutenants , as en- 
courage and propagate it over his Crea- 
on. 
W This was the very Caſe of Eli the Prieſt, 
and Jehoram King of Fudah. They are 
ernal Monuments of the Divine Venge- 
ace, not ſo much for their own Tranſ- 
geſſions, as for rhoſe Abominations they 
krmitted or encouraged in their Chil- 
en or Subjects. And what leſs can be 
kaſonably look d for by ſuch ungrateful and 
profitable Miniſters of God, when by 


their 
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their Malice, or their Negligence, they be 
come Partakers of every ones Guilt ; an 


accountable for all the Miſchief and Con 
2 5 that enſue public and general Wicked 
nels ? | | 55. Tr lb 
For theſe are the Ends for which the 4 
mighty has put the Sword into his Vic 
gerents Hands: On theſe Accounts are the 
 Earthly Powers (as the Apoſtle teaches u 
ordained of God; that they may be undy 
him, the happy Miniſters of Good to thei 
People; that by exerting their Author 
for a Terror to the 5 ih „ and a Pai 
and Comfort to them that do wel, the 
may take off that Roughneſs, that Self 
neſs, and Senſuality, to which Men are 
Nature addicted; inure them to Society 
Regularity, and Obedience, and bring then 
at length to delight in Virtue, and to at 
tend with Diligence to the uſeful Notion 
of God and Religion. 
J fay, Religion! For J cannot but pr 
ſume, that the Authority of the Supren 
Magiſtrate extends to that as well 3s t 
common Juſtice and Morality. For ſo ma 
ny vile Pretences are there to Conlclen 
among deſigning Men, ſo violent 1s tl 
Rage, and fo dangerous the Effects of blu 
Zeal and Enthuſiaſm, ſo much Roguery a 
Miſchief are continually carrying on, un 
the plauſible Names of God and Relig! 


and ſo likely is all this to be bios 
1 
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ind aggravated, or at leaſt ſo hard to be 
prevented in any Nation, where the Civil 
and Eccleſiaſtick Powers are placed in diffe- 
rent Hands, that it is very hard to con- 
eve they ſhould be fo fixed at firſt, Whe- 
ther God or the People be the Original Au- 
thors of our various Governments and Con- 
ſttutions. . | 
That in Fact they were not ſeparated by 
the People, we need look no farther than 
prophane Hiſtories ; that they were joined 
together by the Ordinance of God, we ap- 
peal to the Sacred. _ 
The firſt Prieit of the mort high that ever 
we read of was Melcheſedeck, who was over 
both Temporals and Spirituals: And the 
firſt National Church to be met with in 
he Bible, was ſubject to Moſes the Civil 
Magiſtrate (by a good Token, that if it had 
not been for that Subjection, they and their 
High Prieſt had revolted from the Worſhip 
of the Living God to a golden Calf.) Indeed 
the whole Story of the Children of I1ſrae! 
through all their Inconſtancy, their Chan- 
ges and Revolutions; through their whole 
arlety both of Worſhip and Government, 
W 2 very plain Confirmation of the Civil 
upremacy : And that the ſame is agreeable 
0 the Chriſtian Diſpenſation , is altogether 
evident from the whole Tenor of the 
New Teſtament; from the Sufferings of our 
Saviour, and the Submiſſion of his Apoſtles ; 
8 from 
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from the Rebuke given to St. Peter, and tho 
Appeal made by St. Paul; from the Do. 
ctrine and Practice of the Primitive Church 
and (which to ſome few may be a good 4r. 
gument, ) from the Articles as well as Hy. 
makes of our own. n. 
If then the chief Magiſtrate has the Hy 
nour of Gods univerſal Vicegerency ; if þ 
great a Prerogative be by the Suffrage » 
Heaven and Earth committed to him, how in- 
grateful an Offender is he againſt both, hoy 
unworthy 1s he of this Truſt, or this Honour, 
if he neglects the Duties annexed to his Of: 
fice, if he ſottiſhly bear the Sword in vain, 
or uſe it maliciouſly for the Promotion of 


Sin 2 7 85 
How unfit is that Perſon to be Gods 
Repreſentative, who is carrying on the Inte 
reſt of an oppoſite Kingdom ? How can he 
expect that God ſhall continue to him the 
Hearts of his Subjects, when his own Heart 
s ſuch an Apoſtate and Traytor to his great 
* Maſter : How little Reaſon has he to hope 
that that People will be loyal to ther 
Kipg, whom he teaches or encourages to be 
Rebels to their Maker? How feartul Judg- 
ments may he juſtly look for, who hatin 
ſo much Miſery and Deſolation at I 
Door? How dreadful muſt be his Fall, who 

hath ſo much Weight on his Head, as ti 
Sins and Sufferings of a whole Nation? 


Per- 
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perſonal Crimes may a while be the Objects 
of God's Pity and Forbearance : But that Prince 
Who propagates Vice among his People, 
and gives a publick Encouragement to Ir- 
Irligion and Prophaneneſs, a ſwift Deſtru- 
tion muſt needs overtake him,; tis impoſ- 
(ble but the Divine Nemeſis muſt ſet ſome 
ſeedy Mark upon him, as an Enemy to 
Peace, a Corrupter of Mankind, a Deſtroy- 
er of Society, and a Traytor to his God. 
This is the everlaſting Reproach of Je- 
mhoam, He made Iſrael to fin. As if his 
pvate Faults were eaſily forgotten, or not 
Worthy to be named, in Compariſon of 
Wthoſe which affected the Publick. Indeed 
Tyrant or Oppreſſor, may a while be 
bm with, for a Scourge to others: A 
brunkard or Adulterer (though he ſhall. 
dne Day as ſurely be call'd to Account as 
tie meaneſt of his Subjects, yet) have ve- 
frequently a conſiderable Reprieve, in or- 
ler to Repentance. „ 5 
But when once Iniquity is eftabliſhd by | 
Lam; when a Prince takes Pleaſure in ; 
tie Ruin of his People; when his Impieties 
ie induſtriouſly rendred contagious, and 
Ut becomes faſhionable to blaſpheme God's 
Name, or ridicule his Word; tis then mira- 
culous, if there be not ſome ſudden Venge- 
ce; every Moment is a Prodigy that ſuch a 
boverament continues. 80 


C 2 Tf 
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If it be here objected, That many pol 


tick Societies have remained and flouriſhel 


after the Publick Eſtabliſhment of falſe Re 
ligions; I anſwer, that any Religion is mo 
tolerable than Irreligion, Prophaneneſs, 9 
| Atheiſm. It may be honeſtly preſumed, th 
every Legiſlature does give its Sanctions 
that Religion, which, in their Conſcience 
they think moſt conducing to the Honour 
him they worſhip. So that Crimes of th 
Nature are but Crimes of the Judgment, and 
may hope for Indulgence from that me 
ciful Father, who well knows our Inf 
mities. 
HBeſides that, the great Ends of the Tru 
Religion are moſtly carried on by thoſe, that 
in the Theory, are never ſo erroneous. Vii 
tue and Morality are the Practical Inference 
from all ſorts of Theology; and even thi 
greateſt Idolaters have it in their Hearts t 
do Honour to the Supreme Diſpoſcr of 1 
Things, tho they are never ſo much ml 
ſtaken in his Revelations, his Nature, and ju 
Attributes. 1 
So that in ſuch Caſes, Mens Sincerity e 
cuſes them; and the Innocence of their In 
tentions makes ſome Atonement for the Pra 
vity of their Judgments : But when tu 
Light which is born within us, is attempt 


ed to be put out; when an Invaſion il 


made on the Law of Nature it ſelf; whe 
Vice and Immorality are protected and f 
1 NES ol 1 | _ 
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board; when Laws are calculated for the 
Promotion of Sin; and a Prince or Magi- 
ncy conſpire among themſelves to pro- 
plane all Religion, to diſcountenance the plain- 
Truths, and to ridicule or blaſpheme that 
fcred Name, at which every good Man trem- 
les; theſe are the certain Approaches to 


Gacties be not deſtroy d by the natural 
Moduct of their own Impieties, (as I ſhewd 
you was very likely) yet we muſt expect 
n immediate Manifeſtation of the Divine 
Providence to cut them off. Hundreds of 
Inſtances might be given out of prophane, 
s well as ſacred Hiſtories, to confirm theſe 
Remarks ; but ſince T have the Honour to 
be ſpeaking to thoſe who know the paſt as well 


[ſhall refer this to your own Memories and 
Obſervations ; and fo proceed to the proper 
Interences from theſe Speculations. 

1ſt. Then it muſt needs be gathered from 
heſe Premiſſes, That every wiſe King, or 
def Magiſtrate, will take eſpecial Care to 
promote and eſtabliſh Virtue and Religion 
among his Subjects. It is an Obſervation of 
t very great Politician, That the Throne is 


fabliſhd in Righteouſneſs! And fo ſtrong 


arried him into the vileſt Courſes in private, 
ſet in his publick Capacity, he was the 


evolution, Ruin, and Deſolation ; and if ſuch 


u preſent World ſo much better than my ſelf, 


WW" lofluence had this Obſervation on his own 
Wirictice, that tho' his Paſſions and Aﬀections 


moſt 
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moſt vigorous Aſſertor of Juſtice and Equi 

and did more than any to advance the He 
nour and Worſhip of God. For he well un 
derſtood, that a Reverence for theſe thing 
was the beſt Security for his Peoples Loyalty 
that theſe Virtues of the Prince would ma: 
ſome Expiation for the Vices of the Mu 
and might probably avert, or defer at le 
thoſe ſevere Judgments that his exorbicuWMr 
2 Oppreſſion and Idolatry ſeemed to po 
tend. 

I confels it has been too common for grealiſſi 
and wiſe Governors to have their PerfondWi 
Excurſions : (In ſuch, I fancy, Hypocriſy to He 

a Virtue, as, in their Subjects, Ignorance i" 
really a Happineſs. As the Rwlers, on the 
part, do well in concealing their Enormitiꝗ 
for fear of the Contagion ; ſo the Ruled a 
moſt bleſſed in being kept in Darkneſs, WM 
they thould ſee, and fo come either to in" 
tate the Deed, or to contemn the Doer. WF" 
For theſe Reaſons, it is adviſeable for Sub 
jects not to be inquiſitive into the pra 
Faults or Blemiſhes of their Sovereigns of 
too apt to pry into their Cloſets or Beg 
chambers ; and with the ſame Politick View" 
J ſuppoſe, has it become a Cuſtom amongii 
ſome great Monarchs, never, or very ſeldom 
to appear in Publick (and truly, tis to H 
wiſh'd the Maxim was univerſally rece 
among them, either to give a good E 
ple, or none at all.) I was ſaying ſome 60 
| | vernors 


it 


An Aſſeze-Sermon. " 15 


ernors, good enough as Governors, have had 
ir Perſonal Irregularities; but T am ſure it 
impoſſible for them long to retain that 
racer, unleſs they are Friends to good Or- 
E and Diſcipline in their Bodies Politick. 
The Adverſaries of all Revelation are ſo kind 


3 us as to allow that Religion (on a Pro- 


ih their Practice would anſwer but their 
diticks Sure then we may preſume that 
ich will encourage it where it is; that they 
i calculate the Publick Laws for its Pro- 


oclamations, enjoin its Obſervation ; that 
ey will reward its Friends, and diſcounte- 


The Almighty, I confeſs, has been ſome- 


e Ornaments of Majeſty. An Omnipotent 
n may commit the Reins to a 7ehr, or 


ie Sea, may truſt the Veſlel with a Mad- 
man or an Atheiſt : But it is not for an 
um of Fleſh to make ſuch dangerous Ex- 
ments, The Kings of the Earth muſt be 
tous into whoſe Hands they delegate their 
uhority ; the ſame Diſcretion that teaches 
im not to employ the Adverſaries of their 
ons, Titles, or Prerogatives, will much 
er admoniſh them to beware of thoſe 


rect of its Expediency) was invented by 
dent Stateſmen, where it was not; 41 
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tion ; that they will, in their Edits or 
ance its Adverſaries, and prefer thoſe only 
o Truſt or Honour, who are Profeſſors of it. 


mes known to inveſt wicked Men with 


Phaeton. He that can rule the raging of 


who 
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who are Contemners or Blaſphemers of that 
Divine Power by whom all are ſupported. 
I confeſs, to a noble and generous Soul 
there may be weightier Motives than thoſ 
now mention d. It may be expected from 
the Blood and Education of Great Men, that 
out of a Senſe of Juſtice and Compaſſion to 
their People, or, at leaſt, from Gratitude 
to that God who has exalted them, they 
will ſtrive to render thoſe under their Scep. 
ter virtuous and happy: But as themſelves a 
ſo, their Perſons, their Honour, and oft-time 
their Poſterity, are ſo nearly concern d in the 
| Diſcharge of this Duty, one might conclude 
It impoſſible they ſhould overlook or forget 
it. Self-preſervation is fo urgent, and ſo im- 
portunate a Solicitor, that, methinks, no G0 
vernor of common Underſtanding ſhould neg- 
lect to propagate Publick Morality and Na- 
tional Piety, when they are ſo plainly con- 
ducing to ſtrengthen his Hands, to ſecure 
his Government, and to endear and perpe- 
tuate his Name and Famuly. 1 
2. The Second Inference I make from thek 
Words, and the Poſition born of them, 15 
That every good Miniſtry will do their ut 
moſt to carry on the ſame Work. A good 
Miniſter is one who faithfully ſtudies the 
Benefit and Advantage both of his King and 
Country! How ſorrowfully then does th 
Officer anſwer theſe Expectations, how bak 
ly does he reward the Honour done him 
and the Confidence repoſed in him, wid 


ſowes or nouriſhes thoſe impious Seeds tht 
Haas are 
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are ſo likely to bring forth the Ruin of the 
one, and the Deſolation of the other. 
I know Remarks of this grave Nature have 
teen but a Jeſt among ſome modern Achito- 
phels, T am not ignorant that in this Age 
of Wonders, we have had thoſe who, with 
nuch Aſſurance, have pretended to be Stateſ- 
men without Morality, and Churchmen with- 
out Religion; (and, by the way, we have 
ken what rare Work has been made by ſuch 
State Empiricks ; we have very lately felt che 
WE Smart of their Juggling Conduct, and ſhall hear 
de Reproach of it to many Generations) I 
Jon, I fay, we have ſeen Stateſmen without 
WH noral Honeſty, and High-Church-Men without 
Religion ; but I think themſelves are a ſufficient 
Evidence how little Good is to be done or 
Weopeted without the Aid of both. 
WT Such bold Undertakers may vaunt as they 
bleaſe; but ſure there is much leſs to be ex- 
pected from their Management, than from 
an honeſt Barbarian. The wiſe Heathens 
ew they could neither proſper nor ſtand, 
Wy unleſs they recommended themſelves to the 
oy Gods by Virtue and Piety. A Greek or a 
loman was thought unfit either to judge 
at home, or to command abroad, without 
theſe Supports; and (tho I am loth to 
a "honour the Goſpel of Chriſt by ſettling 
„don the Balance with the Dreams and Do- 
„es of the Genzile Mythologiſts, yet) fure 
„ they 
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they are at leaſt as uſeſul, as well as decent 
in a Commonwealth of Chriſtians. | 
Thoſe therefore who make a ſhew of 
Zeal for their Sovereign , or Affection to 
their Countrey , and at the fame Time en- 
deavour to ſubvert thoſe Sacred Pillars, hy 
which both are ſupported; the true End of 
their getting into a Poſt, 1s to gratify ſome 
ſilthy Defire, or to advance ſome {cif 
Deſign : For pretend what they. will, they 
are Enemies to the Publick ; rather Thieves 
than Servants, Traitors than Patriots. O. 
therwiſe, though they impiouſſy forget the 
Principal, yet they would have ſome w. 
gard to the Vicegerent : Though thei 
own Souls are not, in their Opinion, wor. 
thy their looking after, yet they would 
prudently conſult the Profperity of their 
Native Countrey, their Fellow-Subjects, and! 
Pooſterity: And theſe Reflections would ren. 
der them watchful to maintain Virtue and 
Morality ; they v ovid create in their Hearts 
an habitual Fondneſs of Integrity and Up 
rightneſs, and (be their private Faith what 
it will, yet) they would endeavour to cult: 
vate a juſt Fear of God and his Judgment 
in the Publick, that at leaſt the commoſ 
People might have ſome Check upon tix 
Conſciences, that they might ſtand in ſome 
Awe of Perjury and Treachery, that itt 
might have an Abhorrence of thoſe Crimes 


that ſhake their Governours on ti 
88 Thrones; 


. 
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Thrones ; that they might ſubmit them- 
flves at leaſt to the Ordinances of Man; 
ke quiet among their Neighbours, and du- 
RR RAE. 2 - 
This, I fay, is a neceſſary Qualifica- 
ton, and will be the Ambition of every 
od Miniſter or ſubordinate Magiſtrate. 
Whether he will be vertuous or religious 
Wiimſelf or no, yet (if he deſires to do his 
Whrince or his Countrey any Service) he 
nat carneſtly labour to make others fo. 
land fince I have the Honour to have 
Wome of that Character among my preſent 
ME uditorv , permit me by the Way to men- 
ion to you, how eaſily and ſucceſsfully 
Jos might go on in this Work. The Peo- 
oe of your Diviſions are ſo often before 
os ſo proud to hear you, ſo apt to wor- 
bp you, and fo ready to imitate you, 
tin: 1 may appcal to your own Judg- 
ent, whether you think you are not qua- 
ed as well to recommend Piety , Tempe— 
ance , Moderation, Charity, and the other 
braces, peculiar to our Faith, as to inforce 
tic Obſervance of common Peace and Ju- 
ce]! e . 
Whereſoever therefore we fee a publick 
ontempt of that which is ge, we have 
eaſon to ſuſpect either the Laus to be de— 
lent, or thoſe who fhoutd execute them 
0 come ſhort of their Duty. And fuch 
en (whatever candy Conceits may be in 
9 1 ther 
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Practices, by wedding Peace with Rigbtemſ 
neſs, and by ſetting forward the divine 


_ crifice their Sovereign and their Countrey 


SAINT 


fay Man and not Chriſtian , becauſe I bay 


rious and unceriain ; a, Change of Cir 


-_ 


their own Breaſts ) I think are demonſtry: 
ted to be very evil Patriots and unyor. 
thy Stewards. Inſtead of labouring to a. 
ſwer the great Ends of their Inſtitutign, 
and ſtriving to ſerve their Generation; in. 
ſtead of leaving the World the better for 
them, and doing good to Mankind, by in- 
proving their Notions, or reforming their 


well as ſocial Virtues , they ingratefully ft 


to their Luſts or Intereſts ; they are Phy: 
derers of the Publick, and Traytors to the 


3. I crave your Patience but for ons 
Concluſion more, from what I have be 
ſaying ; and that 1s, that he. cannot be 4 
layal Subjef, who is not a gopd Man. (1 


diſcourſed on this Subject abſtractly, with 
out confining my View to any particul 
Countrey, Government, or Religion). Til 
then J take to be the moſt natural Rell 
of my Text, that he cannot be loyal to bi 
King, who is a Rebel to his God. Hemi) 
indeed have an Affection for lis Perſon, 0 
tis likely enough, their Intereſts ma) i 
the preſent concur ; but all this is pi 


ſtances will ſoon beget a Change of Mit 
nen 
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5; nor is it ſafe for any Prince to de- 
did on his ed , who obeys not upon 
"Tis abſurd to expect, that he who ſacri- 
fces himſelf to his Luſts, will ſpare his 
L Countrey : Tis a Jeſt to look for Honour 
[in that Breaſt, that is deſtitute of Conſci- 
ence, In vain do we flatter our ſelves, that 
| that Man will deny any Paſſion or Intereſt 
in this Life, who has no Hopes of a future ; 
and miſerable is that Government that re- 
les much on the Oaths of thoſe who mock 

at that Name by which they ſwear. _ 
Beſides, if ſuch ſhould chance to be con- 
ſtant to any Cauſe, tis really the worſe 
for their Company. Their odious Practi- 
ces bring a Scandal upon it, and tempt 
good Men to forſake it; their Lewdneſs em- 
daraſſes, weakens, or betrays it; and their 
Impieties provoke the Omnipotent to blaſt 
it. In vain then are wicked Men Preten- 
ders to Loyalty: Tis ridiculous in them to 
boaſt of that Allegiance which is ſo hazar- 
dous and fo uſeleſs; and tis meer Impu- 
dence to value themſelves on their Aﬀecti- 
ons to any Government, when fo little 
Good is to be depended on either from 
their Principles, Practices, or Prayers. 
Now you have your Aing, be as joyſul 
for him, and as fond of him as you pleaſe ; 
but if ye ſpall ſtill do wickedly, ye ſhall be 
conſumed together with him, ſays the Pro- 
7 phet 
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weaken him, and take away his Defence: 


a Curſe on him and his Adminiſtration, 


have choſen, and as I have in general dif: 
courſed of it, is of ſome Concern to every 


_ own Government: And as we are bled 
with the beſt Religion in the World, as we 


Informations of our Duty, as well as the 
fublimeſt Motives to Obedience; let me 
behalf of the beſt King that ever adorned 


tend to any Knowledge or Acquaintance with 


or remoteſt of his Subjects may be well 


Trade, or the Affluence of Money, or tale 


22 441 Aﬀoreimm, ® 
phet to the Iſraelites. Your Vices vil 
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your Sins and Impieties will ſap his vey 
Throne; your curſed Abominations will bring 


To conclude then; though the Subject! 


People upon Earth, yet you will eaſily imm. 
gin, that T deſigned it particularly for your 
own Uſe. Wherefore let me now apply 
it in one Word to our ſelves, and to our 


have the cleareſt Notices of God's Nature and 
Attributes, as we have the moſt perfect 


urge the Obſervance of all theſe to you, in 


a Throne. T have not the Vanity to pre- 


his Perſon, but I am confident the meandl 


ſenſible of his Vertues. 5 

Whoſoever he be that has a Reverence for 
his Religion, or a Concern for his Liberty; 
whoſoever can taſte any Comfort or De- 
light in Peace and Tranquillity ; as many 
as have any Intereſt in the Increaſe d 


to themſelves the leaſt Pride or Pleaſure 
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n the Honour and Proſperity of Great- 
tritain 3 all ſuch muſt be convinced of the 
Goodneſs and the Ability of our preſent So- 


rereign, and ſhould gratefully acknowledge, 


that the Divine Power, which ſet him over 
xs, had a mind to exalt us. Gag 


Tis now therefore more than ever our 


Time to take heed left we fall: To let our 
Lives anſwer theſe ineſtimable Bleſſings, grate- 
fully to conform our ſelves in all our dif- 
ferent Degrees and Stations, both to God 
nd his Vicegerent, leaſt (as the Prophet 
here threatens) what was given us in Mer- 
y be taken from us in Judgment. 
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